Public Relations Chairperson Role and Responsibilities


If the school and local community become familiar with your club through your activities and service projects, they will be more likely to support your efforts. An ongoing PR campaign will let other students, parents and town residents know the types of projects your club does and the objectives of Interact – also possibly attracting new members. Please review “Interact Public Relations” (available at www.interactnewjersey.org ) - it's a pdf put out by Rotary International and includes great info on how to write an effective press release. 

Public Relations Chairperson Responsibilities:

· Take pictures – the PR chairperson or a member of the PR committee should plan to attend all club service projects/events and take pictures (with a high quality digital camera) for sending to the local paper (or other PR/communications channel) with an event description. Generally a great picture with a short descriptive caption is sufficient for The Progress. 
· Promote upcoming service projects and fundraisers – work closely with the appropriate project chair to help promote upcoming events to ensure community and school support.
Ways to communicate with your school and local community
· Your School Newspaper
Does anyone in your club write for the school newspaper or have contacts there?

· Your Local Town Newspaper 

· Prior to a Service Project or Fundraiser – the communications committee should write a short press release letting the community know about your goals and how, when and where they can support your efforts. See “Interact Club Public Relations” handout (available on-line at www.interactnewjersey.org ). 

· After an activity or project – it only takes a few minutes to take a picture (preferably an action shot) of successful club activities, write a short caption and drop it off or e-mail it to the newspaper.

· The Star Ledger, The Daily Record, etc.
Don’t forget the “Big Guys” – Larger papers are often interested in student service projects, too!! Find out the community reporter for your county and let them know what you’re doing. It just takes a little practice and sometimes (polite) persistence to build a relationship.

· Local Cable Channels
Most communities have town cable channels for community news. It is generally free so call your municipal office to find how to post information. Don’t forget to take it down when the project or event is over.

· School District / High School Website
Post club activities and events on the district website. If you have the resources to maintain your own club website, see if the school or district site will add a link to your site.
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